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UM STUDENT RECEIVES FIRST MARLENE BACHMANN TEACHING AWARD 
MISSOULA -
Eric Abbott, a soon-to-be University of Montana School of Education graduate, was 
selected as the first-ever recipient of the Marlene Bachmann Student Teaching Award.
Abbott, who student taught at Big Sky High School in the classroom of Lorilee Evans- 
Lynn, stood out among his peers. In August 2006, after participating in a poetry slam hosted 
by Evans-Lynn in UM associate professor Darrell Stolle’s class, Abbott called Evans-Lynn and 
asked if he could spend some time in her class.
“What he meant by spending time turned out to be every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning for the entire year,” wrote Evans-Lynn in her nomination letter. “When I realized his 
dedication level, I suggested he might want to pursue credit for his tim e.”
“It is perhaps unfair to compare any other student teacher with E ric,” she continued. 
“I’ve taught for 23 years, and I have never met a young teacher like him .”
Even though Abbott’s last day of student teaching at Big Sky High was Dec. 21, he 
continues to check in on the magazine he helped advise, touch base with students and Evans- 
Lynn, and grade senior papers.




Abbott will receive a plaque and gift basket. He was selected over all his classmates in 
the School of Education’s 2008 graduating class for the honor. The Field Experience 
Committee, composed of five School of Education faculty members and one student, selected 
Abbott for the award.
All nominees possessed a variety of teaching skills, including content knowledge, 
integration of knowledge and ideas, use of technology and resources, use of authentic 
assessments, instructional skills, classroom/behavior management, design of learning activities 
and environments, communication and professionalism. Nomination criteria also included a 
demonstration of strong potential in becoming an outstanding member of the teaching 
community, indication of community service and an illustration of lifelong learning behaviors.
The award will be presented by UM professor emeritus Bachmann at an education 
reception held at 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13, in the University Center Ballroom.
The Marlene Bachmann Student Teaching Award was created in honor of Bachmann 
and her outstanding service to the Office of Student Teaching and Field Experiences at UM.
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